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ARRIVING IN CANADA

Our border services officers are at the ports of entry to ensure that people entering
Canada respect Canadian laws. They are authorized to examine people and goods
entering Canada to determine their admissibility. Their goal is to facilitate the entry of
legitimate travelers and goods as quickly as possible.

When you enter Canada, a border services officer may ask to see your passport and a
valid visa, when necessary. If you are a citizen of the United States, you do not need
a passport to enter Canada; however, you should carry proof of your citizenship such
as a birth certificate, certificate of citizenship or naturalization or a Certificate of
Indian Status, as well as a photo ID. If you are a permanent resident of the United
States, you must bring your permanent resident card (i.e. green card) with you. For
more information on admissibility into Canada, read the fact sheet called Managing
Access to Canada. It is available on our Web site at www.cbsa.gc.ca.

You and the border services officer

You may occasionally find yourself going through a more detailed inspection. In some
cases, this simply means that you may have to complete a form. In other cases, the
border services officer will need to identify the goods you are bringing into the country
or examine your luggage.

Border services officers are legally entitled to examine your luggage as part of their
responsibility to protect Canada’s safety, economy and environment. You are
responsible for opening, unpacking and repacking your luggage. We appreciate your
cooperation.

In addition to the activities mentioned above, border services officers may arrest an
individual for an offence under the Criminal Code (e.g. impaired driving, outstanding
arrest warrants, stolen property and abductions/kidnappings) and for infractions
under other acts of Parliament (e.g. the Customs Act). If you are arrested, you may
be compelled to attend court in Canada. You should note that anyone arrested in
Canada is protected by, and will be treated in accordance with, the Canadian Charter
of Rights and Freedoms.

BRINGING CHILDREN INTO CANADA

Border services officers are on alert for children who need protection. Children under
the age of 18 are classified as minors and are subject to the same entry requirements
as any other visitor to Canada.

We will conduct a more detailed examination of minors entering Canada without
proper identification or those traveling in the company of adults other than their
parents or legal guardian(s). This additional scrutiny helps ensure the safety of the
children.



Minors traveling alone must have proof of citizenship and a letter from both parents
detailing the length of stay, providing the parents’ telephone number and authorizing
the person waiting for them to take care of them while they are in Canada.

If you are traveling with minors, you must carry proper identification for each child
such as a birth certificate, passport, citizenship card, permanent resident card or
Certificate of Indian Status.

If you are divorced or separated, you should carry with you copies of the legal custody
agreements for your children. If you are traveling with minors and you are not their
parent/guardian, you should have written permission from the parent/guardian
authorizing the trip. The letter should include addresses and telephone numbers of
where the parents or guardian can be reached and identify a person who can confirm
that the children are not being abducted or taken against their will.

If you are traveling with a group of vehicles, make sure you arrive at the border in the
same vehicle as your children, to avoid any confusion.

PERSONAL BAGGAGE

As a visitor, you can bring certain goods into Canada for your own use as "personal
baggage." Personal baggage includes clothing, camping and sports equipment,
cameras, tape recorders and personal computers. It also includes vehicles, private
boats and aircraft.

You must declare all goods when you arrive at the CBSA port of entry. Border services
officers do conduct examinations of goods being imported or exported to verify
declarations. If you declare goods when you arrive and take them back with you when
you leave, you will not have to pay any duty or taxes. These goods cannot be used by
a resident of Canada or on behalf of a business based in Canada, be given as a gift to
a Canadian resident or disposed of or left in Canada.

The border services officer may ask you to leave a security deposit for your goods,
which will be refunded to you when you export the goods from Canada. Should this
occur, we will issue a Form E29B, Temporary Admission Permit. We will keep a copy
and give you one for your records. When you leave Canada, present your goods and
your copy of Form E29B to the border services officer. We will give you a receipt copy
of the form and refund your security deposit by mail.

Prescription drugs

If you are importing prescription drugs, make sure they are clearly identified. The
drugs should be in the original packaging with a label that specifies what they are and
that they are being used under prescription. If this is not possible, carry a copy of the
prescription or a letter from your doctor.



Radio transmitting equipment

United States residents are allowed to operate aircraft, marine, amateur, citizens’
band (CB), General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) and Family Radio Service (FRS)
radios as well as cellular and PCS mobile radio telephones in Canada without explicit
permission from Industry Canada. If you are not a United States resident, you will
need permission from Industry Canada to use this equipment. For more information,
contact Industry Canada by e-mail at spectrum_pubs@ic.gc.ca or visit its Web site
at www.ic.gc.ca

Food products

Canada has complex requirements, restrictions and limits on the import of meat,
eggs, dairy products, honey, fresh fruits and vegetables and other food from around
the world. For example, root crops may be regulated and potatoes are prohibited. You
can avoid problems by not bringing these kinds of goods into Canada.

You can import certain meat and dairy products from certain states in the United
States. Before entering Canada with these products, contact the BIS at one of the
numbers listed in the section called "Additional information," or refer to AIRS on the
CFIA Web site.

The CFIA and International Trade Canada (ITCan) have set limits on the quantity
and/or dollar value of certain food products you can bring into Canada duty-free or
that you can include in your personal exemption. Unless you have an import permit
from ITCan for quantities over and above the established limits, you will have to pay
duty ranging from 150% to 300%.

The following are some examples of the limits that apply to personal importations of
food products from the United States:

e 2 dozen eggs;

e 20 kilograms of dairy products not exceeding $20 in value (e.g. cheese and
butter);

e 3 kilograms of margarine or butter substitutes; and

e 20 kilograms of edible meats and meat products, including turkey and chicken.
Within this limit, more CFIA and ITCan restrictions apply as follows:

e a maximum of one whole turkey or 10 kilograms of turkey products;

e a maximum of 10 kilograms of chicken; and

e a maximum of 5 kilograms of edible meats and meat products from cattle,
sheep, goat, bison and buffalo.

Note:
All meat and meat products have to be identified as products of the United States.



Private boats

If you arrive in Canada aboard a private boat, you must proceed directly to the
nearest designated telephone reporting marine site. Upon arrival in Canada, the
master of the boat must report to the CBSA by calling

1-888-226-7277. The master of the boat will provide details of the voyage, the
passengers and their declaration. No one except the master may leave the boat until
authorized to do so by the CBSA. As proof of presentation, masters will be provided
with a report number for their records. Masters must provide this number to a border
services officer upon request. You do not have to report to the CBSA when you leave
by private boat unless you are exporting goods that need to be documented. To get a
list of the designated telephone reporting marine sites, call

1-888-226-7277 before you arrive in Canada.

CBSA programs for frequent travelers

Our CANPASS and NEXUS programs streamline the border clearance process for low-
risk, pre-approved frequent travelers. If you wish to participate in either of these
programs, you must fill out an application form, undergo a security check and qualify
for certain admissibility criteria. For information and application forms, visit
www.cbsa.gc.ca/canpass or www.cbsa.gc.ca/nexus or call the BIS at the
numbers listed in the section called "Additional information."



