Introduction

Reverence to God and reverence for one’s neighbor and reverence for oneself as a servant of God, is the basis for every form of religion. The method of expression of reverence to God varies with every sect and denomination. What sect or denomination a boy belongs to depends, as a rule on his parents’ wishes. It is they who decide. It is our business to respect their wishes and to second their efforts to inculcate reverence, what ever form of religion the boy professes. – Lord R.S.S. Baden-Powell
To serve as a chaplain or chaplain aide is a unique opportunity for ministry. While serving in these offices, you will have the opportunity to help Scouts as they grow, both physically and spiritually. Some techniques to be used are modeling, mentoring, and offering faith-based experiences.

Declaration of Religious Principle

The Boy Scouts of America maintains that no member can grow into the best kind of citizen without recognizing an obligation to God and, therefore, recognizes the religious element in the training of the member, but is absolutely non-sectarian in its attitude toward that religious training. Its policy is that the home and the organization or group with which the member is connected shall give definite attention to religious life. Only persons willing to subscribe to this Declaration of Religious Principle and to the Bylaws of the Boy Scouts of America shall be entitled to certificates of membership.  The Boy Scouts of America does not define what constitutes belief in God or the practice of religion. Membership in a religious organization is not required.
Chaplain Aide’s Duties and Responsibilities

The chaplain aide is an approved youth leadership position in Boy Scout troops. The responsibilities of this position include encouraging the spiritual growth and awareness of each member of the troop and assisting the troop chaplain (and adult committee members).
The purpose of this program is to:

· Make the 12th point of the Scout Law more meaningful in life 

· Promote a greater understanding of and appreciation for all religions 

· Provide Boy Scouts with the opportunity to work with an ordained member of the clergy, thereby gaining insight into the religious professional life

The chaplain aide should

· Work with the troop chaplain (usually an adult member of the clergy) to plan appropriate interfaith religious services during troop outings. Invite the troop chaplain to visit a campout, eat with the troop, and conduct a worship service. Troops may conduct their own religious services, invite the troop chaplain or an exemplary layperson to participate in the service, or they may visit a nearby church, synagogue, temple, mosque, or other religious institution.

· Encourage troop members to strengthen their own relationships with God through personal prayer and devotion and participation in religious activities appropriate to their faith 

· Participate in patrol leaders council planning sessions to ensure that spiritual emphasis is included in troop activities, e.g., vespers, prayer before meals, religious observances, etc

· Help the troop chaplain (or other designated adult) plan and conduct an annual Scout-oriented religious observance, preferably during Scout Week in February 

· Present an overview of the religious emblems program at troop meetings at least once per year, instructing members to contact their own clergyperson or religious counselor to guide them in the appropriate study programs

· Compile and keep an up-to-date list of local clergy who have agreed to be counselors for the religious emblems programs
· Maintain the troop's religious emblems award progress chart

· Assist the troop chaplain (or other designated adult) recognize troop members who receive their religious emblems, perhaps during a troop court of honor (note: most religious emblems are conferred during a service at the Scout's place of worship, but the achievement should also be recognized at a significant troop event.) 
· Present an overview of the religious emblems programs to Cub Scout dens and packs on request. 

· Prepare a troop prayer – Scouts Own. 

· Working with the troop chaplain, compose an appropriate prayer for before and after meals. When composing these prayers, the chaplain and chaplain aide should be sensitive to the various theological and religious positions embraced by the faiths represented in the group. 

Qualifications

· The chaplain aide must be mature and sensitive and have earned the respect and trust of his fellow Scouts. 

· The chaplain aide is recommended to be at least a First Class Scout. 

· The chaplain aide should have received or be working on the requirements leading to the age-appropriate religious emblem for his faith. 

Scouts’ Own Service

For an open Troop, or for Troops in camp, I think the Scouts' Own should be open to all denominations, and carried on in such manner as to offend none. There should not be any special form, but it should abound in the right spirit, and should be conducted not from any ecclesiastical point of view, but from that of the boy. Everything likely to make an artificial atmosphere should be avoided. We do not want a kind of imposed Church Parade, but a voluntary uplifting of their hearts by the boys in thanksgiving for the joys of life, and a desire on their part to seek inspiration and strength for greater love and service for others. 

 A Scouts' Own should have as big an effect on the boys as any service in Church, if in conducting the Scouts' Own we remember that boys are not grown men, and if we go by the pace of the youngest and most uneducated of those present. Boredom is not reverence, nor will it breed religion. 

 To interest the boys, the Scouts' Own must be a cheery and varied function. Short hymns (three verses are as a rule quite enough-never more than four); understandable prayers; a good address from a man who really understands boys (a homely "talk" rather than an address), which grips the boys, and in which they may laugh or applaud as the spirit moves them, so that they take a real interest in what is said. If a man cannot make his point to keen boys in ten minutes he ought to be shot! If he has not got them keen, it would be better not to hold a Scouts' Own at all. 
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Let us first consider what Scouts' Owns are not:
· They are not Church Services nor are they meant to be a substitute for them.
· They are not a structured liturgy like the Book of Common Order, etc.
· They are not a good opportunity for the Leader to bang home some truths with a little bit of God added for effect.
· They are not necessarily the Chaplains or Leaders' department or duty.
Given those guidelines, let's define what Scouts' Owns are. This is not what they ought to be - this is what they are; and if they do not fulfill one or more of these categories, they are not Scouts' Owns.

· They are an acknowledgment of God and his creation and ourselves as part of it, expressed in a way that all the faiths that Scouting embraces can share together.
· They are a pause in our activity to discover something deeper and more permanent in the things we are trying to achieve or learn or enjoy.

· They are a response to the Creator for the gift of life

Religious Emblems Programs

The religious emblems programs are programs created by the various religious groups to encourage youth to grow stronger in their faith. The religious groups—not the Boy Scouts of America—have created the religious emblems programs themselves. The Boy Scouts of America has approved of these programs and allows the recognition to be worn on the official uniform, but each religious organization develops and administers its own program.
