
Masters of Disaster Boy Scout Camporee:

Local scouts learn emergency preparedness skills.  Approximately 250 Boy Scouts from 23 troops, 100 Webelos from 15 Cub Scout packs, and 150 adults, leaders and volunteers from the Heartland District of the W.D Boyce Council took part in the “Masters of Disaster” camporee on Saturday, September 23, 2006 in Jubilee State Park north west of Peoria.  The Heartland District covers the Fulton, Marshall and Peoria Counties.

The event, hosted by Dunlap Troop 88 and staffed by that troop and many other dedicated scouters from local troops, started on Friday evening with Boy Scout check-in, setup, and overnight camp.  The check-in was overshadowed by a threat of a real disaster, as a tornado watch was in affect for the Peoria area.  Storms cut a path to the north and south, just missing the Camporee. Webelos (Cub Scouts) arrived on Saturday morning and the program started with an opening ceremony/flag raising at 8:30am.  

Morning Program:

From there, the Boy Scouts rotated in groups of about 10 (named Alpha through Zulu) through four learning stations; Knot Tying, 1st Aid, Compass, and Emergency Skills, working towards the requirements for the Emergency Preparedness Merit Badge.  In the Emergency Skills station, the Boy Scouts discussed the three aspects of emergency preparedness; Recognition, Prevention and Reaction.  Emergency Preparedness skills learned including responding to accidents around the home, weather related situations, and air-to-ground communication with rescue planes.  At the same time, the Webelos rotated through four similar stations; 1st Aid, safe swim, buddy system and how to get help quickly.  Webelos participating in the day’s activities earned the Webelos Readyman Pin.  The morning concluded with lunch served from the Red Cross ERV “Emergency Response Vehicle,” which responds to disasters nation-wide, such as Hurricane Katrina.   

Afternoon Program:

In the afternoon, the Boy Scouts groups used the knowledge gain from the morning to earn points through four knowledge test stations.  The first station was a Mock Disaster in which each group entered a field to rescue Webelos victims.  The scouts were scored on things such as scene assessment, 1st Aid, victim carry and air signals.  The second station was shelter building in which inclement weather shelters were built with scavenged material.   The third station tested the boys on saving a life in five different situations such as dangerous snake, fallen tree, downed electric wire and water rescue.  Finally, the 4th station was a demonstration area in which community agencies showcased their services.  The demonstrations included: Brimfield Fire Department
(Smoke House & fire truck w/ hoses the boys used), BYE Ambulance (Ambulance /  First Aid – Triage), 

Getz Fire Equipment (hands-on fire extinguisher safety and use), Peoria County ESDA (  Underwater Rescue Team), Ham Radio Operators (hands-on ham radio usage with conversations with other scouts from Ontario, Canada and around the country), National Weather Service (Storm Tracking), and Peoria Fire Department (“Jaws of Life” demo on two cars).  The Webelos program for the afternoon involved being made-up with fake scars and blood, tying knots, using the compass, lashing together a chariot to race and attending the demonstration area.  The program concluded with a visit from a Chinook helicopter flown in by Company B, 2/238th Aviation, Illinois Army National Guard, Peoria, Il. 

Evening Program:

After dinner, scouts participated in an Emergency Drill to account for all members of their troop and report to a central location as if an actual emergency had occurred.  There also was a Scout Master Challenge event in which 22 scout masters ran an obstacle course including stretcher construction to carry a victim, carrying an egg on a spoon, Jingle Bells sing, and eating an apple from a suspended rope.  The campfire program started at 8:30 pm with the lighting of a large bonfire and included skits, songs, awards, and a demonstration of flag folding and proper retirement / disposal of the US flag.  Both Webelos and Boy Scouts went to their tents that night a bit tired but more knowledgeable about emergency preparedness. 

Sunday:

After breakfast, scouts joined together one last time in a vespers service to pray, listen to a brass trio of Scouts play Amazing Grace and to lower the Colors.

